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Carpenters’ District Council of Greater Saint Louis, AFL-CIO Carpenters’ Building
1401 Hampton Avenue
8t. Louis, Mo. 63139-3199
314-644-4800

Terry Nelson
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Dear Member:

Two research éompanies, Battelle and MidWest Research Institute, are assisting EPA with a
study, the Worker Characterization and Blood-lead Study (WCBS), that looks at lead exposures
among remodeling field workers. The study will examine the possible relationship between lead
levels in the blood and work practices performed by renovation and remodeling workers. EPA
will use the results of this study to prepare training and certification guidelines that may directly
affect you and your fellow workers.

The United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America supports this study. As Executive
Secretary-Treasurer of the St. Louis District Council, I also support this study and strongly
encourage you to participate in the study.

A Battelle representative may call you in the next week to ask you a few brief questions. The
representative may also ask you to schedule a time to come to the Carpenters' Hall to complete
a questionnaire and have a blood sample taken. You will be paid $50.00 for completing the
questionnaire and having a blood sample taken. .

We are counting on you to help us collect this important information for EPA. Your participation
will make a difference to union carpenters everywhere. If you have any questions about the
study, call John Egel at Battelle: (314) 993-5234 or toll free (800) 444-5234. Thank you in
advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely and fraternally,

Ay fatre

TN/Ip Executive Secretary-Treasurer
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Dear ¥exber:

Twvo rssearch companies, Battalle and NidWest Réseazch
Instituts, ars aséisting ths IV 1 Protsction Agency vwith

a study, which isicalled tha © srjigaticn and:B

W}_ﬁ Its purpose 13 to Iinvestlgats how exposure to

Jsad affacts vorkers in the Heme Renovation £ eld. ' :
The study will examine the possible relationship between lead

levels in the biced and the work practicas of cur Counecil’s

renovation and rezcdeling Carpenters. ZIZPA will use the results of
tais study to prepars Training and cortification Guidelines that

may. direstly affect you and your fellow workers in the future.

A list of our carpentsrs who have dons this type of work Rhas
been supplied to the Organization ¢ nducting this study. ¢ertaln
members will be selscted at random from this list to receive this

letter.

The Genexal Office of our United Bzotherhood is sponsoring
this Program thréugh our National Health & Bafsty ¥Fund. Our
¥atropolitan District council also supports it, and we strongly
ercourags you to participats in ths study Lf you are contacted.

A Battelle repressctative may call you some
svening: in the next week to ask yoa a few
shoxrt qresticns. The representative may 2180
asX you ka came to the carpentars’/ Building, at
~ 1803 spring Garden street, ¥hiladelpaia, PA, to
cemplete ‘a questionnzire and 23vs a blecod
sanpls taken. You will be paid §sa.0D for
completing the questionnaira aréd for subniteing
the Blocd sazple. This nzpoiatnent will e
schadulad aféar 3:30 PX, if you are working o2

the dats saelected.
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IZ yeu are sq‘factad, ve are counting on you to help us collsct
this important -information for tha EPA. Your participation will"’

‘maks & rsal dittc?inc. to Union Carpesters everyvhere.

IZ you have dny questions about the study call Business Agent
.Geanus Boyle at tha Council Office at-215/589-1634.

Thark you in advancs for your cocperation.

Fraternially,

| : EDWARD CORYELL
EC:mnm ' PresidenteBusiness Manager
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) . home builders association

of greater saint louis .

August 22, 1994

Dear HBA Member:

Two research companies, Battelle and MidWest Research Institute, are assisting EPA with a
study, the Worker Characterization and Blood-lead Study (WCBS), that will look at lead
exposures among remodeling field workers. The study will examine the possible relationship
between the possible relationship between blood-lead levels and work practices performed by
renovation and remodeling workers. EPA will use the results of this study to prepare training
and certification guidelines that may affect you and your workers.

The NAHB Remodelors Council supports this study and encourages your cooperation so that
you can have an impact on the EPA's upcoming policy. You can help by taking just a few
minutes to provide the names, addresses and phone numbers of your field workers. Use the
enclosed FIELD WORKER INFORMATION sheet and FAX or mail in the next three days to:

Mr. John Egel

Battelle/Survey Research Associates
401 N. Lindbergh, Ste. 330

St. Louis, MO 63141

FAX: 314-993-5163

The enclosed page, Summary of the WCBS, briefly explains how your remodeling workers
would be involved in the study if they choose to participate. If you are in a one-person shop,
and would like to participate yourself in the study, or feel your subcontractors would be
interested in participating, please call Mr. Egel. If you have any questions or cannot return
the FIELD WORKER INFORMATION sheet in the next three days, please call John Egel at
(314) 993-5234. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

{- m//é( L,
es P. Qu ey, CGR

: Chairman, NAHB Remodelors Council -

e
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Summary of the Worker Characterization and Blood-lead Study

Battelle and MidWest Research Institute (MRI) are assisting the United States Environ;nental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) in planning and implementing the Worker Characterization and Blood-
lead Study (WCBS) which is a component of EPA’s research on lead exposures associated with
renovation and remodeling (R&R). The WCBS is a targeted field study of lead exposures for three
workers groups: union carpenters, union laborers, and non-union, independent carpenters. The data
collected include: 1) telephone screening questionnaire, 2) self-administered questionnaire, and 3)
blood samples to be analyzed for lead concentration. The results of this study will help EPA to
prepare guidelines for training and certification of R&R workers.

Rather than comprising a nationally representative sample, this study will target these three
worker groups in just two cities: St. Louis and Milwaukee. The two cities were selected because of
support and cooperation of local union leadership, and because a large number of children with
elevated blood-lead levels have been found in both cities.

The first step in recruiting workers to participate in the study is to contact their employer.
You were randomly selected from a membership list of employers provided to us by your local
NAHB Remodelors Council Chairman. By completing and returning the enclosed EMPLOYEE
INFORMATION sheet, we can begin to randomly select workers to call. Other employers will be
submitting EMPLOYEE INFORMATION sheets to us, so not all employees will be selected and

called.
Employees that are selected will receive a letter in the mail that gives them a brief summary of

the study, informs them that the NAHB and their employer have endorsed the study, and lets them
know that they will be receiving a phone call from a Battelle representative. When the Battelle
representative calls, the employee will be asked to answer a few questions and may also be asked to
participate in the main study. Participation in the main study requires that the employee come to a
central location to complete a questionnaire and have a blood sample taken. Employees are

compensated $50.00 for completing the questionnaire and giving a blood sample.
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St. Louis Selected for Lead Study .... EPA
is working with NAHB in a blood lead level
study to provide statistical data in lead levels
in blood, specifically of those who work in the
remodeling industry .... Data could have a
tremendous impact on rules and regs coming
from EPA .... 100 volunteers from this area
needed for study .... Will involve a
confidential blood test and completion of a
survey .... Volunteers will receive $50 for
participating .... Only requirement is the
participant must have worked on a remodeling
project within 30 days of test .... Preliminary
data show that blood lead levels are lower
than anticipated .... Lack of participation will
mean no data, and tougher regs for
employers and employees in lead abatement
.... Call Jim Kuhn at Consolidated
Construction at 647-9077 if you and/or your
employees can help. HBA staff contact:
Roxanne Radunzel.
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For Immediate Release

BATTELLE CONDUCTING STUDY IN PHILADEIPHIA
TO EXAMINE LEVELS OF LEAD IN REMODELERS

Battelle is conducting a study of héme improvement workers and
carpenters in the Philadelphia area to determine if home remodelers have been
exposed to lead.

The study was mandated by Congress in October 1992. Battelle is
conducting the study for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Battelle is attempting to survey between 225-250 union and non-union
carpenters by Dec. 15. Participants are asked to fill out a questionnaire and
allow a blood sample to be taken. Participants receive $50.

“What we're trying to determine is whether any particular work
activities or practices are associated with elevated blood-lead levels,” said
Battelle researcher Ronald Menton, who is heading the study.

Lead poisoning can cause neurological and cognitive development
problems in children. In adults, lead exposure has been linked to high blood
pressure, kidney problems, headaches, fatigue, and stomach problems. Extreme
exposure can result in seizures.

Menton said the survey is being conducted in Philadelphia and St. Louis
because they are older cities with higher documented instances of elevated
blood-lead levels in children. Older urban homes tend to have more lead in
paints, dust, and plumbing.

Carpenters ingest lead through airbome particles in the work place.
Carpenters can reduce the likelihood of suffering from lead exposure, Menton
said, by taking simple precautions, such as:

S5 (MORE)
7 Battelle
e 505 King Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43201-2693 Fax: (614} 424.3889 (614) 424-5544
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e Wearing a respirator

e Wetting down surfaces before working

e Avoiding dry power sanding

e Sealing off work areas

e Washing hands before eating

Although the study involves union and non-union workers, Menton said
the study needs to recruit more non-union workers.

“We've worked with the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners
and received tremendous cooperation,” Menton said. “But, we need to look at
both union and non-union workers.

“If work activities differ between union and non-union workers, then
lead exposure also may differ. Union cari:enters tend to be more specialized
than a non-union, residential remodelers. The independent handyman often
performs a variety of jobs in a diverse range of buildings.”

Anyone interested in participating in the study should call 800-444-5234.

Battelle serves industry and government by developing, commercializing,
and managing technology. With a wide range of scientific and technical
capabilities, Battelle puts technology to work for clients in 30 countries.
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LAMBERT FIELD INQUIRY - i |, FBIspokesman Michael Roman said Tuesday that
Tapes Show Cessna Pilot Was Told To Stop -| the agency’s report would be forwarded to the Justice
"The pilot of the Cessna that crossed into the path of g;p;aaz;n:un;,pzchtxsch ?vmzld decide whether to prose-

a Trans World Airlines jet at Lambert Field last month - .
acknowlegged a ﬂight. controller’s.ordér to stop bat . WELLSTON
ept moving, federal investigators have found. Officials Approve Private Detention Facility

._.Invcstxg‘ators_ for the Natx . LTz ansportation -E « Wellston officials, meeting Tuesday night, approved
ty Board discovered the new mformanoumhstenmg to - , .
- e . the St. Louis area’s first privately owned and operated
taped conversations between the controf tower and - . A
the Cessna pilot, said Alan Pollock, 2 spokesman for detention center on the site of an abandoned foundry.
ak - » 2 Spo Itisexpectedtoopeninaboutayeér. ’

the board, . .
: iSon i soato. Former Missouri Lt. Gov. Ken Rothmanis a partner
N eSSt down Rummay 50 Riatt " | in Secared Housng Inc., which will begin construction
around 125 mph, or 25 mph faster thay previously of the $6 million facility this spring in the 1400 block of
believed, Pallock said. X Ogden Avenue, south of the Moog Industries plant.
T . Cessna, a charter Runway 3i The fadlity will house people awaiting trialon -
The ¥ Blane, ralled onto y 30 misdemeanor federal and state charges or on munici-

i ‘Right abaut 10:03 p.m. on Nov. 22. The TWA pilot." . :
;- Rick Carr, swerved to avoid 2 head-on coﬂision?anf‘l' | pal charges, and others Serving sentences of up to one

the TWA'’s wing sliced open the Cessna. The Cessna’s | Year- »
pllot and 2 passenger were ko 3 | The Wellston City Couactl voted 50 atthe end of 2
' - long public hearing that drew aboyt 100 participants,

ST LOUIS COUNTY . . . .| Four people who live near the site objected.

Port Authority Makes Plans For Riverboat: But council members said the estimated 70 new jobs
The St. Louis County Port Authority says it bopes | 20d $200,000 in taxes to be paid each year by the .

by mid-April to recommend to the County Council a * | facility justified the approval. )

developer and operator of 2 riverboat gambling facﬂxz LEAD-EXPOSURE STUDY :

on the authority’s property in Lemay. i . i )
- The County Counecil will select the developer-ope St. Louis Carpenters Sought For Sury ey )
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: tor. Council members got the responsibility when Sclentists conducting 2 Te Study of Jead expe-
voters in November agreed to allow riverboat gam- . | sure say they need help frem carpenters and home-
: bling in the unincorporated area. - | improvement workers.

-Vernon “Bud” Schertel, chatrman of the Port Au- , |  Sclentists with Battelle, a research company based
thority Board of Commissioners, said he hopes a ded-. | in Columbus, Ohio, are surveying union and nog-union
sion can be made quickly so the developer could have | carpenters and remodelers in St. Louis and Philadel-

! most of the construction season to build a facility. | phia as part of 2 study for the federal Environmental
) The authority plans to send out requests for qualifi- | Protection Agency. .
cations of.developer—opemto;s this week with replies : |° The two cities were chosen because they have g
due by Jan. 6. . .| “history of high blood-lead levels in children.
: '|  Battelle researchers want to survey about 250
ST. PEI'EE‘RS » . e el | union and non-union carpenters by Dec. 15, but they
-Hate Crime May Be Civil Rights Issue are having difficulty recruiting non-union workers,

The FBI has launched a preliminary mvestigation to | Menton said. Participants will be asked to fill out 2
determine whether any civil rights violations occurred | questionnaire and allow a blood sample to be taken.
in St. Peters over the weekend. A pickup was torched .| Each will receive $50.

in fron't of a house in I\_rﬁliwood subdivision, and the The St. Louis portion of the study is run by Survey
owner’s ouse was painted with a swastila and the Research Associates, a Battelle subsidiary, at 401 N, _
words “White Power,"” Lindbergh Boulevard. Anyone interested in participat-

- The vigtim, who is white, said he believed the | ing can call 1-800-444-5234.
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Yes! You Can Make a Difference
St. Louis Selected for Lead Level Study

Soon you will receive a letter from the National Association of Home
Builders and the HBA of Greater St. Louis regarding member
participation in a lead blood level study. The results of this study will
have a great impact in the rules and regulations developed by EPA for
lead abatement. Other studies have indicated that remodeling and
abatement work do not affect a field worker's lead level.

Your help is needed to make the study a success,
Watch your mail for a letter from Jim Quinley, Chairman, NAHB
Remodelors Council.

8/16/94
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REMODELORS COUNCIL

St. Louis Selected to
Take Part in Lead Study

by Roxanne Radunzel
Statf V.P/Assoclatlon Services

t. Louis has been selected
anr lead based paint testing

by the EPA, to be conducted
by Battelle, a national research
firm. The goal of the study is to
show the carrelation between ren-
ovation and remodeling field work
and actual human exposure to
lead. The NAHB Remodelors
Council Is fully supporting the
testing.

In October 1992, the U..S.
Cangress passed the Residential
Lead-Based Paint Hazard
Reduction Act. This act falls
under the jurisdiction of the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to set the guidelines and
any requirements for working with
lead based paint in remodeling
and renovation projects.

As part of the legisiation, the EFA
Is required to conduct a study of
lead exposures among remadeling
field workers. [tis hoped that this
research will indicate the lead
based paint risk ta remodeling/

- rehab field warkers. The EPA
attemptad to locate other existing
saurcss of data for the study, but
none addressed the lead hazard
(in terms of a health effect) asso-
ciated with remodeling and reno-
vation activity. A painting trade
association has conducted a
smallar sampling which did not
indicate a lead problem with field
workers. However, the farmat and
size of the sampling Is not ade-
quate for the EPA's needs.

Volurteers for Christmas in Agril weikr masks
28 thay $crape peeling lasd-based paint from
thelr designated homae.

The objectives of the St. Louls

study are to:

» Determine the relationship
between blood-lead levels and
work practices or activities per-
formed by remodeling and
renovation field workers (after
including potential confounding
factors such as personal hob-
bies with lead expesure, etc.),

»Determine i blood-lead (svels of
remodeling and renovation
workers in specific worker
groups differ.

pGather Information on the types
of work activities and work
practices In which various cate-
gories of remodeling and rena-
vation workars engage.

Participants will be asked to com-
plete a questionnaire and submit
to a blood test. The individual
results of the testing will be kept
confidential. All participants will
receive $50 for the testing. All
types of field workers, lllustrating a
ranga of lead exposure, are need-
ed for the testing. The results of
the test will determine the extent
to which field workers are
exposed to lead. The EPA will

" then usa the results to set forth

guidelines or detarmine guidelines
that are not neaded.

_Member participation Is needed

to make this research success-
ful., Without definite data, the
EPA will develop worker guide-
lines without regard to the true
impact of lead in the remodeling
and rencvation industry. Your level
of participation is limited to giving
the Battelle research company a
list of your field workers' names,
addresses, and phone numbers
for follow-up. The testing is done
on the employees' time.
You should have already recsived
in the mail a letter briefly outlining
the program and asking for a list
of employees. [f you have not yet
responded, please do so by con-
tacting John Egel at Battaile,
Survey Research Associates at
(314) 893-6234. Egel will be able
to answer any questions you may
have about the survey process, or
assist you In getting a warker
Information sheet prepared.
The final results of the survey will
be known within 6 months of sur-
vey comipletion, with the EPA
using the results In the final
report. It is up to St. Louis to
make a differencs In the out-
come of this report by partici-
pating In the survey regearch!
a

—
Sept '94 Builder News 17
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